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AUSTRALIA SIGNS THE SINGAPORE CONVENTION ON 
MEDIATION 

The Australian Government has reinforced its commitment to mediation as a method of 
international commercial dispute resolution with the signing of the United Nations 
Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation, also known as 
the Singapore Convention.  
The Convention establishes a uniform framework for the enforcement of international 
commercial settlement agreements resulting from mediation.  
Attorney-General Michaelia Cash said the signing was a significant milestone for Australia in 
the development of its international dispute resolution framework, and in increasing access to 
justice in commercial disputes. 
“Access to enforceable and effective mediation should reduce the time and cost of dispute 
resolution, thereby enhancing access to justice for individuals and businesses in Australia,” 
said the Attorney-General.  
“A widely adopted Singapore Convention will promote efficiency in the use of judicial 
resources by encouraging parties to resolve their cross-border commercial disputes outside of 
courts.” 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne said the Convention would facilitate international 
trade and promote mediation as an alternative dispute resolution option in cross-border 
disputes. 
“The Singapore Convention ensures that privately mediated settlement agreements are able to 
be readily recognised by law,” Minister Payne said.   
“Signing the Convention demonstrates Australia’s support for enhanced simplicity, certainty 
and autonomy for parties in commercial disputes.”  



The Australian Government will now begin work on implementing the Convention in 
Australia. For more information visit https://www.singaporeconvention.org/.   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.singaporeconvention.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMelanie.Ruiz%40dfat.gov.au%7C21a01b258c2d4906b0db08d9818cb614%7C9b7f23b30e8347a58a40ffa8a6fea536%7C0%7C0%7C637683263609357014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8kLgjVzLbLJyObOo2BSXBB52V4eVj8w1%2B3eVFbpfpWk%3D&reserved=0
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